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(a) The first major revolution on the life-style of the Japanese people occurred in the third century
B.C. with the change to settled rice-cultivation and the use of metals. Known as the Yayoi period,

this ended a period of some ten thousand years of the hunting, gathering and fishing culture of
Jomon. The development of settled agriculture is assumed to have been due to close contacts with
East Asia or immigration. Other continental introductions were wheel-thrown pottery and wood

vessels, the casting of bronze and iron, techniques of weaving, and the polishing of stone tools
and jewelry. Settled and stratified society gradually spread east and north. The origin of the
institutionalized Shinto religion also lie in this period, with its distinctive shrine architecture. Two
splendid bronzes from the middle Yayoi period are thought to have been used in agricultural
rituals. One, a dotaku (bell shaped bronze) , is decorated with abstract patterns related to imported
Chinese mirrors of the period; the other is a halberd. There is also one fine example of large,
wheel-thrown pottery jar, probably used for the storage of grain.

() The Kofun period saw the buildihg of impressive tombs for the great, especially for the
ruling family of the Yamato region, which gradually established its dominance over much of
Japan. The stone chambered tombs were protected under huge mounds of earth, the largest
reaching over 800m in length. Reddish pottery figures in the form of people, animals, birds and
houses were placed around the outer slopes as guardians. :

The contents of the tombs reveal an improved furnace technology available to the ruling people
of the period. Many of the objects placed in these tombs are hard gray potterics known as Sue,
which was fired at a much high temperature than the reddish pottery figures arranged to guard the
tombs.
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(9Chance is a word which is in common use in everyday living. The radio reports speaking of

tomorrow's weather saying "There is a sixty percent chance of rain." Scientists also use the word
chance. You may be interested in the chance that you will learn something in Hokkaido
University.

By chance, we mean something like a guess. Why do we make guesses? We make guesses
when we wish to make a judgment but have incomplete information or uncertain knowledge. We
want to make a guess as to what things are, or what things are likely to happen. Often we wish to
make a guess because we have to make a decision. For example: Shall I take my raincoat with me
tomorrow? Shall I go to class today?

(@Really, any generalization is in nature of a guess. Any physical theory is a kind of
euesswork, The language of probability allows us to speak quantitatively about some situation
which may be highly variable, but which does have some consistent average behavior.

[5E] quantitatively: EERYIC
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{7E] FAK: celestial body ;  H DO#: lunar tide
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