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The bulk of man's knowledge about the history of the earth has grown so great
that not all can be told, or even mentioned, in only a2 few hundred pages. Some type of
selection must be practiced. Three types have been used by wrters of texibooks: (1} a
wtiter may make a condensed summary of the whole range of earth history covering the
whole globe; (2) or, more commonly, he may treat in considerable detail the history of
one region, such as Hokkaidoe; (3) or he may concentrate on what he considers the major
discoveries on earth history, excluding everything that does not bear on the
understanding of earth history. The present book is the result of an attempt {o use the
third method.

[¥ 1] bearon: BE1H S
[¥£2]1 A.O. Woodford %, “Historical Geology” D ETE ML —BRELE.
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While you may inherit brown eyes and dark hair from your parents, you do not
inherit their language. You acquire a language in a culture with other speakers and not
from parental genes. An infant born to Korean parents (who have never left Korea and
speak only Korean), which is adopted and brought up from birth by English speakers in
the United States, may have physical characteristics inherited from its natural parents,
but will inevitably speak English. A kitten, given comparable early experiences, will
produce meow regardless. This process whereby languages is passed on from one
generation to the next is described as cultural transmission. While it has been argued
that humans are born with an innate predisposition to acquire language, it is clear that
they are not born with the ability to produce utterances in a specific language, such as
Enghsh. The general psttern of animal communication is thaf the signals used are
instinctive and not learned.

(1] innate : £ X8Y72, predisposition : /] - 25 - 3
(£ 2] G Yule E “The Study of Language” & 0 5i .
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